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HORSE BEACH PERMIT ORDINANCE 
 

604A-1. Authority  
 

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority of 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3001 and also 
implements 17 M.R.S.A. § 3853-A.  The Town Clerk shall have the powers and exercise the 
duties of the municipal officers under 17 M.R.S.A. § 3853-A. 

 
604A-2. Purpose 

 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to allow horses to be present on Pine Point Beach in 
Scarborough and Old Orchard Beach in the Town of Old Orchard Beach during appropriate 
times of year, and subject to appropriate regulation and control.  This Ordinance recognizes that 
Pine Point Beach and Old Orchard Beach form a continuous strand of sand beach and establishes 
a system of reciprocal licensing for horses on that strand of beach. 

 
604A-3. Definitions 

 
As used in this Ordinance, the following terms have the following meanings: 

 
1. “Beach” means Pine Point Beach and/or Old Orchard Beach. 
 
2. “Old Orchard Beach” means the sand beach bordering the Atlantic Ocean from the 

Scarborough/Old Orchard Beach town line to the Saco city line. 
 

3.keeping or having custody, possession or control of a horse. 
 
4. “Pine Point Beach” means the sand beach bordering the Atlantic Ocean from the 

mouth of the Scarborough River to the Old Orchard Beach town line. 
 
5. “Rider” means any person who rides, leads or drives a horse. 
 
6. “Town of Old Orchard Beach” means the municipality so named. 

 
604A-4. Permit Required 
 
No rider shall bring a horse onto the beach without having a permit and displaying on the rider a 
permit number tag issued by the Town Clerk of either the Town of Scarborough or the Town of 
Old Orchard Beach.  Every rider must have an individual permit and permit number tag. 
 
604A-5. Procedure for Obtaining a Permit 
 
A rider seeking a permit to bring a horse onto the beach must apply in writing to the Town Clerk 
of the Town of Scarborough or the Town Clerk of the Town of Old Orchard Beach, using forms 
supplied by such clerk.  The application must be accompanied by identification issued by a 
government agency and by the application fee required by the Schedule of License, Permit and 
Application Fees in the municipality   where the application is made.  If the applicant is a minor, 
the application must be signed by a parent or guardian, who must supply the required 
identification (the minor need not supply identification). Along with the permit, the Town Clerk 
shall also issue a permit number tag, designed to be worn by the rider and visible at a distance, 
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which shall contain the permit number in numerals at least two and one half (2½) inches high, 
the name of the permit holder and the name of the issuing municipality, and may contain such 
other information concerning the permit as the Clerk deems appropriate. A permit issued by 
either municipality shall be valid in both municipalities.  Permits are valid only between 
October 15th and May 1st.  All permits, whenever issued, expire on May 1st.  The Town Clerk 
who issues the permit may suspend or revoke the permit if the rider violates any provision of this 
ordinance and may decline to issue a subsequent permit to a rider who has violated any provision 
of this ordinance. 

 
604A-6. Regulation of Horses on the Beach 
 

1. Horses are allowed on the beach only from October 15th through May 1st. 
 
2. Except for gaining access to and egress from the beach, horses are allowed only in the 

intertidal zone (between the mean high tide line and the mean low water line). 
 
3. Parking of horse trailers is limited to Hurd Park in the Town of Scarborough and the 

Milliken Street Municipal Parking Lot in the Town of Old Orchard Beach. 
 
4. Any rider or owner who allows a horse to be present on the beach must remove and 

dispose of animal waste as required by Section 604-9 of the Town of Scarborough 
Animal Control Ordinance.  Violation of Section 604-9 constitutes a violation of this 
Ordinance. 

 
604A-7. Violation/Penalties 
 
Any person who violates this Ordinance within the Town of Scarborough shall be subject to civil 
penalties for each violation as follows: 

 
First violation:  not less than $50.00 and not more than $100.00, plus costs. 
Second violation:  not less than $100.00 and not more than $250.00, plus costs. 
Third and subsequent violations:  not less than $250.00 and not more than $500.00, plus 
costs. 

 
A person issued a civil violation citation for violating this Ordinance may elect to pay the 
minimum penalty specified above for each violation alleged in the citation, in lieu of appearing 
in court to answer the citation. Such payment must be received at the Office of the Scarborough 
Town Clerk in the amount specified in the citation prior to the court appearance date specified in 
the citation.  Upon receipt of such payment by the Clerk, the Town shall cause the citation to be 
dismissed.  However, the violations alleged in the citation shall be deemed admitted for purposes 
of assessing any future penalties under this section. 

 
If a horse is present on the beach in violation of this Ordinance and the rider is not the owner, the 
owner shall be jointly and severally liable with the rider for civil penalties. 

 
604A-8. Enforcement 

 
This Ordinance may be enforced by any officer of the Police Department of the Town of 
Scarborough. 
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604A-9. Severability Clause 

 
If any part of this Ordinance shall be held invalid, such part shall be deemed severable and the 
invalidity thereof shall not affect the remaining parts of this Ordinance. 
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